
 
 

NFL running back Adrian Peterson donates $50,000 
to support HISD’s food distribution sites 

 
March 21, 2020 – NFL running back Adrian Peterson and his wife Ashley have donated $50,000 
through their foundation to pay for meals for students and families in the Houston Independent 
School District during closures required due to COVID-19. 
 
The gift was sent to the HISD Foundation, the non-profit organization that raises funds to 
support the district’s students, staff, and families. 
 
The district, in collaboration with the Houston Food Bank, has assisted more than 22,000 
households at food distribution sites since March 14, with plans to continue the program next 
week at 39 sites.  
 
Peterson is a veteran Pro Bowl running back with the Washington Redskins who formerly 
played with the Minnesota Vikings. He and his wife reside in Houston during the off-season. 
 
The Petersons chose to announce their donation in conjunction with Adrian’s March 21st 
birthday.  
  
“Adrian Peterson is an outstanding MVP in HISD for making such a generous donation on behalf 
of the children in this district,” HISD Interim Superintendent Grenita Lathan said. “It’s his 
birthday, but we are getting a wonderful gift. We thank him and his wife wholeheartedly for 
these funds.” 
 
The donations are through the Adrian and Ashley Peterson Family Foundation. The couple 
encourages others to donate to local causes during the COVID-19 crisis and to commit acts of 
“paying it forward” to help neighbors in need. 
 
Adrian Peterson was recently named this year’s NFL winner of the Art Rooney Sportsmanship 
Award.  
 
The Petersons will be available to do FaceTime and Skype interviews on Saturday, March 21. 
Media may arrange calls by contacting Lauren Renschler at 310-463-0863 or lauren@william-
raymond.com. Media may also contact the HISD Press Office at pressoffice@houstonisd.org. 
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